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Preface

The 4™ international workshop on Culturally Aware Tutoring Systems (CATS2013) is
a follow-up to the three previously successful CATS workshop editions, organized in
conjunction with ITS2008, AIED2009, and ITS2010. It discusses the place of culture in
AIED research. Considering culture in this field is important because it is known to
have a strong impact on many cognitive and affective processes including those related
to learning. Furthermore, people with different cultural backgrounds develop
alternative interpretations and strategies and do not similarly appraise their
environment, which naturally reflects in their interactions with AIED systems.

For the 2013 edition of the CATS workshop, it was decided to put a particular
emphasis on addressing the following topics: i) designing AIED systems to teach
cultural knowledge and intercultural skills, ii) enculturating AIED systems (i.e.,
developing AIED mechanisms that incorporate cultural features), and iii) considering
cultural biases/imbalances in the AIED research production, and ways to deal with
them.

The scientific quality of CATS2013 was ensured by an interdisciplinary program
committee of 21 members representing 11 different countries and 4 continents. A total
of five papers were accepted for presentation, and the workshop also includes an
interactive panel discussion whose topic is: “AIED in non-western environments.
Challenges and Opportunities”.

We are most grateful to the many individuals who have made this half-day workshop
possible. We thank the Program Committees of the International Conference on
Artificial Intelligence in Education, especially workshop chairs Erin Walker and Chee
Kit Looi for their help in the planning of this workshop. We wholeheartedly thank the
members of the CATS 2013 Program Committee for having dedicated time to evaluate
workshop submissions within a limited time frame.

Welcome to the 4™ International Workshop on Culturally-Aware Tutoring Systems.

July, 2013
Emmanuel G. Blanchard and Isabela Gasparini.
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