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Preface 

This volume of CEUR-WS proceedings contains the accepted papers of the Doctoral Consortium, 

held in conjunction with the 34th International Conference on Advanced Information Systems 

Engineering (CAiSE 2022). This edition of CAiSE was organized as a collaboration between KU 

Leuven and Ghent University, which took place in Leuven (Belgium) between June 6th and 10th. We 

were delighted that this conference and all collocated events were organized again in the engaging 

atmosphere of a face-to-face setting after having experienced a long series of COVID-19 pandemic 

lockdowns worldwide. 

 

The CAiSE conference is known for being the premier venue concerning innovative and rigorous 

research across the broad spectrum of information systems engineering. Its Doctoral Consortium is well 

appreciated in this community as being one of the first events that allow its PhD candidates to enter the 

community. Junior research students are offered a comfortable setting to experience and further 

improve their writing and presentation skills, while getting the opportunity to discuss their research 

plans with senior researchers (mentors) and to network with likeminded students. Besides an emphasis 

on gathering constructive feedback, the Doctoral Consortium provides a platform to explore and reflect 

on issues regarding methodology, research-related topics, supervision and career-related aspirations. 

 

The CAiSE 2022 Doctoral Consortium received a total of 14 submissions, all of which have been 

reviewed by two senior researchers acting as mentors in the field. With an acceptance rate of 71%, ten 

papers have been accepted and selected to be presented during this event as well as to be included in 

these proceedings. The invited PhD candidates received timely and relevant feedback, which needed to 

be addressed when preparing for the proceedings and presentations. 

 

The Doctoral Consortium started with a keynote by Professor Han van de Aa (University of 

Mannheim), who shared his experience in pursuing a PhD and the next steps after his PhD life. His 

reflection on his PhD journey and follow-up trajectory (including related hurdles) were an authentic, 

inspirational and educational briefing for all participants. Moreover, the Doctoral Consortium chairs 

shared relevant research design and methodology experiences. 

 

In the second part of the Doctoral Consortium, the PhD students’ presentations were held in two 

sessions during which the PhD candidates talked to their assigned mentors in search for valuable advice 

and recommendations to further improve their PhD proposals. Lively peer-to-peer interactions 

complemented these discussions and allowed all participants to interact with and to learn from each 

other. 

 

We would like to express our gratitude to all mentors involved in the reviewing process. Especially, 

we would like to thank them for attending the Doctoral Consortium and their valuable comments during 

the event. While we acknowledge the PhD participants for their active contributions, we would also 

like to thank all those candidates who submitted their work but unfortunately did not get selected. We 

wish all PhD candidates a rewarding and productive continuation of their PhD journey. Finally, we are 

grateful to the CAiSE 2022 conference organizers (in particular Prof. dr. Monique Snoeck and Prof. dr. 

Frederik Gailly) for supporting this event and for arranging the logistical and administrative side of this 

Doctoral Consortium. 
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          Amy Van Looy 

          Barbara Weber 

          Michael Rosemann 
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