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Preface

There is a vast wealth of information available in textual format that the Seman-
tic Web cannot yet tap into: 80% of data on the Web and on internal corporate
intranets is unstructured, hence analysing and structuring the data - social ana-
lytics and next generation analytics - is a large and growing endeavour. The goal
of the 1st workshop on Semantic Web and Information Extraction was to bring
researchers from the fields of Information Extraction and the Semantic Web to-
gether to foster inter-domain collaboration. To make sense of the large amounts
of textual data now available, we need help from both the Information Extrac-
tion and Semantic Web communities. The Information Extraction community
specialises in mining the nuggets of information from text: such techniques
could, however, be enhanced by annotated data or domain-specific resources.
The Semantic Web community has already taken great strides in making these
resources available through the Linked Open Data cloud, which are now ready
for uptake by the Information Extraction community. The workshop invited
contributions around three particular topics: 1) Semantic Web-driven Informa-
tion Extraction, 2) Information Extraction for the Semantic Web, and 3) appli-
cations and architectures on the intersection of Semantic Web and Information
Extraction.

SWAIE 2012 had a number of high-quality submissions. From these, the 6
best papers were chosen for the two paper sessions of the programme: 4 long
paper presentations and 2 short ones. Additionally, we held a lightning talks
session where attendees could present brief 3-minute talks about late-breaking
work or demos around the workshop themes, and a panel session involving some
general discussion about these themes. To initiate the workshop, a keynote talk
was provided by D.J. McCloskey, NLP Architect in IBM’s new Watson Solutions
division. The keynote presented the post-Watson role of Information Extraction
and its intersection with the Semantic Web.

We would like to thank the many people who helped make SWAIE 2012
such a success: the Programme Committee, the paper contributors, the invited
speaker and panellists, and all the participants present at the workshop who
engaged in lively debate.
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