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Sacramento, California



Sacramento Metropolitan Air 
Quality Management District

 Jurisdiction – Sacramento County
 Population – Approximately 450,000
 Sacramento Federal 

Non-Attainment Area
 All or portions of six counties
 Designation status - Severe
 Total population: 2.38 million



Spare The Air Program Background
 Spare The Air began in Sacramento County only in 1994 

and went regional in 1995
 Sac Metro Air District operates Spare The Air on behalf of 

the air districts in the Sacramento region whose 
boundaries are part of the Federal Ozone Nonattainment 
Area:
 El Dorado County AQMD
 Feather River AQMD
 Placer County APCD
 Yolo-Solano AQMD

 Dual purpose: driving reduction to achieve emission 
reductions and public awareness of ozone pollution’s 
health effects



Community Partners
 3,766 Spare The Air partners throughout 

the region
 227 partners in El Dorado County
 512 partners in Placer County
 2,692 partners in Sacramento County
 335 partners in Yolo-Solano Counties

 Restaurants, schools, libraries, pharmacies, 
healthcare organizations, real estate offices, 
nonprofit organizations, senior centers, 
businesses and community groups

 Partners distribute Spare The Air alerts and 
materials to the public encouraging 
behaviors that reduce air pollution



Types of Outreach

Web Resources
 SpareTheAir.com

• Daily air quality forecast
• Today and tomorrow

• Current conditions
• Ozone maps
• Historical air quality data
• Health effects
• Wildfire smoke support



Types of Outreach
Print materials
 Spare The Air brochure
 Spare The Air tip cards

 English, Spanish, Russian, Hmong 
and Chinese

 Air Quality Index (AQI) charts
 Clean Air Kids activity book



Types of Outreach
Community events 
 Scooter®, the Spare The Air mascot, attends events 

with a handler who distributes air quality information
 Air quality ambassador enjoyed by everyone regardless 

of gender, age or ethnicity
 Scooter® is scheduled to attend over 75 events this 

year throughout the Sacramento region
 New event requests are reviewed weekly



Scooter® and Friends - 2017

Arbor Day
El Dorado Hills

Farmers Market 
West Sacramento

Rocklin Earth Fest
Rocklin

Loop the Lagoon
Vacaville

Cystic Fibrosis Walk
Raley Field, West Sacramento

Folsom City Works
Folsom



Mobile App
Sacramento Region Air Quality App

 Free download in all app stores
 16,192 users to date
 Daily AQI forecast by air district area:

 Sac Metro Air District
 Placer County APCD
 Yolo-Solano AQMD
 El Dorado County AQMD

 Spare The Air alerts – automatic push notification
 Current conditions for all monitoring sites

in the region
 Wildfire smoke advisories



Social Media
 Facebook: SpareTheAir Scooter®

 2,029 fans
 Spare The Air alerts
 Two regular posts per day, including

daily air quality forecast

 Twitter: @AQMD
 2,315 followers
 Spare The Air alerts
 Two regular posts per day, including 

daily air quality forecast



Paid Advertising
 :30 second spot and two :15 second spots focus on health 

effects of ozone air pollution
 Encourage people to download the Sacramento Region Air 

Quality app to protect their health and ask “Would you care 
to Spare The Air?”

 Episodic Spare The Air alert TV and radio commercials
 Episodic Spare The Air alert on major freeway digital 

billboards
 Online advertising
 Transit bus advertising
 General messaging on traditional

outdoor billboards



2017 Spare The Air
:30 Second Television Commercial






Forecast Center at Sonoma Technology, Inc.

Ozone Forecasting (1995-2017)
 Forecast activities

 Sonoma Technology, Inc. (STI) provides the daily forecast for 
the region seven days a week

 Today and tomorrow forecast
 A Spare The Air alert is issued one day in advance

 May through October



Behavior Change and
Emission Reductions – Summer 2016
 An average of 33% of respondents had heard, read or seen a 

Spare The Air commercial or message
 34% of all survey respondents in the Sacramento region’s 

nonattainment area are Seasonal Reducers who say they 
reduce driving during the entire summer to avoid adding to air 
pollution
 Seasonal Reducers contributed a reduction of 0.95 tons per day 

of ozone precursors (.09 tpd more than in 2015)
 Purposeful Reducers are those who knew it was a Spare The 

Air day, reduced their driving on that day, and said they did so 
for air quality reasons
 Purposeful reducers reduced an estimated 0.14 tons of ozone 

precursors per Spare The Air day



Contact Information

Jamie Arno
Communications Office Supervisor

Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management 
District

jarno@airquality.org
916-874-4812
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