The Importance of Earth Information
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Americans rely on sophisticated Earth information throughout their everyday
lives, from weather forecasts to navigation-applications in their cars. Satellites N
are the original sources of much of the data. N
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The U.S. Navy and other U.S. defense agencies partner with NASA and NOAA to use
satellite data, to access operational services, and to leverage their scientific progress.

MiTiGATING NATURAL DiISASTERS

Extreme weather and fires have cost the federal government

more than $ 350 bi I I i 0” over the past decade.

Satellite measurements play a critical role in tracking the paths of
hurricanes and wildfires so that we can warn populations at risk,
assess the damages, and avoid future costs.

ENSURING RESOURCE AVAILABILITY

ABOUT THE REPORT: Thriving on Our Changing Planet:

A Decadal Strategy for Earth Observation from Space,

highlights the ways in which Earth science and applica- The National SCIENCES
tions are a key part of the nation’s information infrastruc- ENGINEERING
ture and calls for a U.S. program of Earth observations MEDICINE

from space that is robust, resilient, and appropriately

balanced. Download the full report at http://nap.edu.
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