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CONCERT OF PIANO MASTERPIECES BASED ON THE  
ROBERT OWEN LEHMAN COLLECTION TO BE HELD  

AT THE MORGAN ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 
 

JENNY CHEN TO PERFORM WORKS BY BEETHOVEN,  
MENDELSSOHN, CHOPIN, AND DEBUSSY, AMONG OTHERS 

 
 

      
 
 
 

 

 

New York, NY, November 28, 2016 — In 1972, Robert Owen Lehman placed his renowned 

music manuscript collection on deposit at the Morgan Library & Museum. To celebrate his 

eightieth birthday, the Morgan will host a dazzling concert of piano works from his collection this 

Friday, December 2. Beginning at 6 PM, a selection of music manuscripts from the Lehman 

Collection will be on view in Pierpont Morgan’s Library. At 7:30 PM, pianist Jenny Chen will 

perform in Gilder Lehrman Hall compositions by Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Chopin, Ravel, 

Debussy, and Stravinsky. The concert launches a year-long display of manuscripts from Mr. 

Lehman’s archive of more than two hundred music autographs by composers from the eighteenth 

through the twentieth centuries. The installation—part of an ongoing rotation of works drawn from 
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Left: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750), Prelude and Fugue for organ in B Minor, BWV 544. Autograph manuscript (detail), between 1727–
1731. Robert Owen Lehman Collection, on deposit in the Morgan Library & Museum. Photography by Janny Chiu. Right: Jenny Chen. 
Photography by Pete Checchia. 
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the Morgan’s collections called Treasures from the Vault—will change continuously throughout 

the 2016–17 season. 

 

The first rotation of Lehman Collection manuscripts in Treasures from the Vault showcases J. S. 

Bach’s Prelude and Fugue for organ in B Minor, BWV 544; Beethoven’s Rage Over the Lost 

Penny, Brahms’s First Piano Concerto (score for piano solo); Haydn’s last string quartet; Liszt’s B 

Minor Sonata; and Stravinsky’s Petrushka  (1911). Two further installations will highlight works by 

Mozart, Mendelssohn, Chopin, Debussy, Ravel, and Rachmaninoff and Schumann, Puccini, 

Richard Strauss, Schoenberg, Prokofiev, and Mahler. The breadth and quality of the collection is 

astounding, and without a doubt, it is the greatest collection of music autographs in private hands 

today. Each item on display will be accompanied by an audio excerpt, available on the Morgan’s 

Audio Guide which is free with museum admission, so that viewers can hear the compositions 

they are seeing. 

 

The December 2nd concert features Beethoven’s Rage; Mendelssohn’s Rondo capriccioso; 

Chopin’s Etudes, op. 10, nos. 3 and 9, and Nocturne, op. 48, no.1; Ravel’s Jeux d’eau; selections 

from Debussy’s first book of Preludes; and ends with Stravinsky’s formidable Three Movements 

from “Petroushka.” Pianist Jenny Chen meets the myriad challenges of these works with 

confidence, artistry, and passion. Born in Taipei, she began her musical training at age six. She 

has since worked with Eleanor Sokoloff at the Curtis Institute and recently completed a music 

master’s degree at the Yale School of Music. Currently, she is a Doctor of Musical Arts candidate 

at the Eastman School of Music where she studies with Douglas Humpherys. Winner of 

numerous competitions and appearing in major venues in the United States and abroad, she 

recently performed in the Brahms Piano Quintet in F Minor, op. 34 at the inaugural Chamber 

Music Encounters program sponsored by the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center. 

 
Organization and Sponsorship  
Treasures from the Vault is funded in perpetuity in memory of Christopher Lightfoot Walker. 
 
The Morgan's education programs are generously supported by grants from the Brooke Astor 
Fund for New York City Education in the New York Community Trust; Carnegie Corporation of 
New York; Great Circle Foundation, Inc.; the May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation, Inc.; 
MetLife Foundation; the C. Jay Moorhead Foundation; the Milton and Sally Avery Arts 
Foundation; and by the following endowed funds: The Alice Tully Fund for Art and Music; the 
William Randolph Hearst Fund for Educational Programs; the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Fund 
for Education and Technology; and the Herbert and Ann Lucas Fund. 
 
The concert program is generously supported by Cynthia Hazen Polsky and Leon B. Polsky with 
assistance from the Witherspoon Fund of the New York Community Trust, The Theodore H. Barth 
Foundation, Miles Morgan, and the following endowed funds: the Cynthia Hazen Polsky and Leon 
B. Polsky Fund for Concerts and Lectures; and the Celia Ascher Endowment Fund. 
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The Morgan Library & Museum 
A complex of buildings in the heart of New York City, the Morgan Library & Museum began as the 
private library of financier Pierpont Morgan, one of the preeminent collectors and cultural 
benefactors in the United States. Today it is a museum, independent research library, music 
venue, architectural landmark, and historic site. A century after its founding, the Morgan 
maintains a unique position in the cultural life of New York City and is considered one of its 
greatest treasures. With the 2006 reopening of its newly renovated campus, designed by 
renowned architect Renzo Piano, and the 2010 refurbishment of the original library, the Morgan 
reaffirmed its role as an important repository for the history, art, and literature of Western 
civilization from 4000 B.C. to the twenty-first century. 
 
The Morgan Library & Museum 
225 Madison Avenue, at 36th Street, New York, NY 10016-3405 
212.685.0008 
themorgan.org 
 
 
 
 

 
The programs of the Morgan Library & Museum are made 
possible with public funds from the New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, and by 
the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 


