
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE MORGAN ADDS STATE-OF-THE-ART WALL CASE TO ITS 
REVAMPED LOWER LEVEL TO FACILITATE  

SPECIAL ROTATING EXHIBITIONS 
  

 
New York, NY, October 11, 2017 — The Morgan Library & Museum recently installed a large, custom-

fabricated wall case in the lower level of its three-story central court to accommodate ongoing exhibitions 

of work from its renowned collections of art, literature, music, and photography. 

 

The new case is the key element in an overall refurbishment of the space, which had largely remained 

unchanged since 2006 and the completion of the museum’s Renzo Piano-designed expansion. Currently, 

nineteenth-century French and British watercolors are featured in the case. They were recently given to 

the Morgan by Trustee Hamilton Robinson, Jr., and his wife, Roxana. 
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 Wall case in lower level. © The Morgan Library & Museum, Photography by Graham S. Haber, 2017. 

 



Works on paper form the vast majority of the Morgan’s holdings and are highly sensitive to light and 

humidity. The new case incorporates the latest in climate control and lighting technology. It is constructed 

of cherrywood, eighteen feet in length, and was underwritten by the Thaw Charitable Trust.  Eugene V. 

Thaw is a Morgan Life Trustee and one of the institution’s most important benefactors. A comprehensive 

exhibition of drawings given to the Morgan by Mr. Thaw and his late wife, Clare, is now on view in the 

museum’s main galleries.  

 

The lower level space also includes a selection of plein air oil sketches on the wall opposite the new case 

and is anchored on one end by a John Singer Sargent portrait of Jane Morgan, the wife of J.P. Morgan, 

Jr. On either side of this work are cases containing a bust of Benjamin Franklin and a recently restored 

life-mask of George Washington, part of the museum’s important collection of Americana. Both were 

created by celebrated sculptor Jean-Antoine Houdon. 

 

 “The Morgan is always looking to display new acquisitions and significant works from our permanent 

collections,” said museum director Colin B. Bailey. “The new case allows us to do this throughout the year 

and feature even our most sensitive material. It adds an important element to the lower level space and 

we are deeply grateful to the Thaw Charitable Trust for its support of the project.”  

 

The Morgan Library & Museum 
A complex of buildings in the heart of New York City, the Morgan Library & Museum began as the private 
library of financier Pierpont Morgan, one of the preeminent collectors and cultural benefactors in the 

Lower level space. © The Morgan Library & Museum, Photography by Graham S. Haber, 2017. 



United States. Today it is a museum, independent research library, music venue, architectural landmark, 
and historic site. A century after its founding, the Morgan maintains a unique position in the cultural life of 
New York City and is considered one of its greatest treasures. With the 2006 reopening of its newly 
renovated campus, designed by renowned architect Renzo Piano, and the 2010 refurbishment of the 
original library, the Morgan reaffirmed its role as an important repository for the history, art, and literature 
of Western civilization from 4000 B.C. to the twenty-first century. 
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